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The Southwestern snake-necked turtle (Chelodina colliei),
is an apex predator, plays a vital role in aquatic ecosystems
and also helps to control insect populations.

The head is A long neck Distinctive

streamlined, which can be up oblong shell

elongated and to 20cm long narrowed slightly at the
somewhat ) front and is dark-brown
flattened to black in colour

The skin is Underside of the The limbs have distinct
olive-grey colour body is yellow ankle joints and
with dark mottling on to pale off-white webbed feet, with
the upper side four claws
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Chelodina colliei is endemic to South West WA and is the only native
freshwater turtle species found in the Perth metropolitan region.

They can be found in most wetlands and lakes within the City.

0 The nesting season is from September to January.
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YOU

CAN HELP!

Keep dogs on leash when walking
near wetlands to prevent disturbing
nesting females.

Keep cats indoors to help
protect hatchlings.

Be mindful when driving on roads near
wetlands especially during nesting
season (September to January).

Record your sightings on the climate
watch website climatewatch.org.au or
by contacting the City’s Environmental
Planning Officer on 9528 0333.

Dispose of unwanted aquarium
species responsibly.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU
FIND A TURTLE?

Check if the turtle is safe and unharmed, keep as much distance
as possible and stay behind the turtle. Keep dogs on leash. If on
the road try to escort the turtle without picking it up.

If the turtle is nesting or on her way to nest, she should not
be disturbed or picked up. Otherwise the turtle could
abandon her nesting effort.

If you can see the turtle has been injured or in distress,
contact the Wildcare Helpline (9474 9055) who can put you
in touch with a wildlife carer.

If required to move the turtle, to prevent injury to yourself and
undue stress for the turtle, it is best to hold it from the tail end
of the shell with a firm grasp. Support the head if necessary.





