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November 1948 the property’s estate agent advised the

saciety that he had received an anonymous call hoping
that the organisation would not be successful in its
attempt to purchase the property. Despite attempts

by the society to persuade Ivanhoe’s owners to follow
through with the sale they were unsuccessful. It is clear
from the executive’s minutes that a large segment of the
committee were unhappy at the loss of the property,
and highly indignant at the sabotage made by the
‘anonymous caller’,%®

For years the committee worked, frustrated, at securing a
suitable location for the seaside home. When first it was
clear that Kwinana was going to be indefinitely delayed
and then one after another prospective property praved
unsuitable or unavailable, that disappointment grew. In
1950 Alfred Hines confessed that:

We feel frusttated in having in our hands sufficient
funds to make our dream a reality but owing to the state
of the housing situation we cannot get a permit to build.
Our Honorary Architect, Mr. C.H. Nicholas, is leaving
no stone unturned in his efforts to ger a permit but in
the meantime valuable time is being lost, with the result
that a few of the children are losing hope in a bright
dream they have cherished and at the same time costs in
building continue to soar so that every day we are faced
with the task of providing more and more resources to
make sure that our plans do not fail.

Yet it was clear that if the building project had to be
deferred that alternative accommodation must be
resolved. In the end, the society turned its attention to
the landmark East Fremantle mansion, Woodside, built
with the wealth of the gold rushes by William Dalgety
Moore at the turn of the century.

Moore had been one of the state’s most prominent
businessmen and politicians. Born in the young Swan
River Colony in 1835, Moore’s family had been among
the earliest colonial pioncers. George Fletcher Moore
arrived in the colony in 1830 to take the position as
Advocate General, though is perhaps best remembered in

history as a diarist of the colonial frontier. His brother,
Samuel, arrived in 1934 and soon fathered William and
four other children. When W.D. Moore was just 13
years old he entered the John Septimus Roe’s Surveyor
General’s department. He later spent five years working
on a cattle station of the Irwin River district before
entering business with his brother-in-law, John Monger,
in Fremantle in 1862. What followed was the rise of one
of the state’s most prominent and enduring businesses:
W.D. Moore and Co. The company specialised in
shipping, flour milling and, in the 1890s, windmills.
The merchant business was based in Fremantle’s Henry
Street and it was there that Moore ran both his company
and based his family home. After his second marriage

to Annie Gallop and with 15 surviving children from
both marriages, Moore built the stately family mansion,
Woodside, in East Fremantle. He moved his family to
the property in 1902 and stayed there until his death in
1910, Sixteen years later the house was sold to Dr East,
who had earlier built the landmark home next door at
16 Dalgety Street from where he practiced. Dr East used
Woodside as a private maternity hospital, though by the
time it became of interest to the Crippled Children’s
Seaside Home Society in 1948 the property was being
used as accommodation by a number of families.*

‘With the loss of Ivanhoe in Ord Street the society’s
executive was quick to ensure that, after a suitable
inspection of Woodside had been made, there was
nothing to interrupt their acquisition of this alternative
site. Its sale appears to have been a straightforward
process with a purchase price of £5000 paid at some
point between December 1948 and February 1949.9
Yet, as with all the society’s other ventures to that time,
the Woodside project was doomed to fail. What followed
was bitter dispute amongst the executive, attempts to
transform the home into suitable accommodation for
the extended care of young disabled children and for
recreational camps, difficulty in evicting the property’s
tenants, the final abandonment of the Kwinana site and,
ultimately, the sale soon after of Woodside.
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