
About the artists

Claire Billie Bushby 
Claire Billie Bushby is an artist and curator interested 
in collaborative and participatory practices embracing 
interdependence with human and non-human 
environments. Their work is multidisciplinary, 
combining documentary processes with textile, 
drawing, photography, sound, video and social events.

W. Sze Tsang 
W. Sze Tsang is a composer working across 
temporalities and histories. Tsang’s practice explores 
how combining sounds, visual, geospatial 
information and environmental data can express  
the multi-layered narratives on history and climate 
within place.

Mark Wahlsten 
Mark Wahlsten is an illustrator interested in 
understanding the landscapes he belongs to, how he 
grieves and how to feel useful, through examining 
barriers arising from colonial designs of 
communication systems.

Acknowledgement of Country

The City of Rockingham acknowledges the 
Traditional Owners and Custodians of this land, 
the Binjareb and Whadjuk Nyoongar peoples and 
their continuing connection to the land, waters 
and community. We pay our respects to all 
members of Aboriginal communities and their 
cultures, and to Elders past and present.

The City of Rockingham values your feedback. 
Please scan the QR code to complete a short 
survey. Thank you.

Rockingham Arts Centre 
11 Kent Street,  
Rockingham

Gallery opening times:   
Wednesday – Sunday  
10am – 4pm

Contact:   
(08) 9527 0734  
artscentre@rockingham.wa.gov.au 
rockingham.wa.gov.au/exhibitions
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Claire Billie Bushby, sample page detail from Shirley – Willeton’s 
Garden Journal, 2024, handmade journal with Sumi E Japanese 
paper. Image courtesy the artist.

Rockingham 
Arts Centre

Mark Wahlsten (self portrait).  
Image courtesy the artist. 

W. Sze Tsang. Image courtesy Lesley Kaye.

Claire Billie Bushby. Image courtesy SoCo Studios.



Seeds Of Care
Meet Me In The Garden is an ongoing art project 
featuring artists Claire Billie Bushby, W. Sze 
Tsang, and Mark Wahlsten. The focal points of 
this project are suburban gardens in Western 
Australia, through which we examine the 
connections between gardeners, plants, and the 
local ecology. Through this, suburban gardens 
teach us to appreciate and value the Earth and our 
interconnectedness with every aspect of it. Meet 
Me In The Garden invites participants and viewers 
to consider the complexities and entanglements 
of living in a time of climate crises, seeking to 
create hopeful dialogue and connection among 
community members by emphasising shared 
care and responsibility for the environment.

This sense of shared care often begins in our 
backyards, where we plant, water, and nurture. 
The suburban backyard serves as a sanctuary, 
allowing gardeners a safe place to slow down.  
It offers space for providing for both themselves 
and those around them - human and non-human. 

The garden - in whatever size and configuration 
- gives citizens the agency to reshape their cities 
by planting for native insects and animals, or 
fruit and vegetables to swap amongst local 
community members. Through this, suburban 
gardens teach us to appreciate and value the 
Earth and our interconnectedness with every 
aspect of it. 

Meet Me In The Garden is a community-driven 
project that allows individuals to share their 
unique and diverse experiences of suburban 
gardens and nature reserves. It highlights the 
mental health benefits of gardening and the 
creativity involved. Meet Me In The Garden 
intends to foster a sense of community 
and interconnection through sound, print, 
sculpture, and video artwork based on material 
collected during garden visits and interviews 
with gardeners. It offers new and intriguing 
perspectives while honouring the stories told by 
the gardener participants. Claire Billie Bushby, Martin – Canning Vale (Lavender & 

Cabbage White Butterfly), 2023, digital image.  
Image courtesy the artist.

Claire Billie Bushby, Mark & Ila – Queens Park (seed 
collection), 2023, digital image. Image courtesy the artist.

The initial phase of this project was run through 
Spaced WA’s Know Thy Neighbour #3 program 
in 2021. This program invited artists to work 
with community members to ask how we can 
meaningfully engage in the making of our cities. 
Seven suburban gardeners with five gardens 
participated in this phase by hosting interviews, 
giving walking tours of their gardens, and 
sharing their experiences. Their engagements 
were documented through audio interviews, 
photographs, and journals given to the gardeners 
for reflection over three months. 

Meet Me In The Garden is intended to instigate 
hope in times of trouble. It creates a dialogue 
about how communities can live together 
meaningfully and with care in the suburbs of 
Western Australia.

-  Claire Billie Bushby and W. Sze Tsang


